
WHISK UP A 
DREAM KITCHEN INSIDE

TAKE A LOOK

HOMESERVICE CLUB

There are a number of companies that
use the words “Home Service” or “Home
Services” when making calls soliciting
business. Duct cleaning service and
HVAC inspections number in the top most
frequently reported telephone scams. Rest
assured that we do NOT make phone calls
to solicit your business. If you do receive a
call of this nature, try to capture the number
and name of the calling party and let us
know. Remember, you can call us directly
when you need service of any kind! After all,
there is only one Homeservice Club!

Let’s Get Cooking! Creating a functional 
kitchen requires careful planning and 
thoughtful design choices. A well-designed 
kitchen not only enhances the cooking 
experience but also boosts efficiency and 
promotes a harmonious flow.

Heart of the Home - To start, consider the 
kitchen work triangle—the optimal distance 
between the sink, stove, and refrigerator. The 
sum of the three sides of the triangle should 
not exceed 26 feet. This layout minimizes 
unnecessary movement, making meal prep 
smoother and more enjoyable. For smaller 
spaces, an L-shape or galley design can 
maximize efficiency, while larger kitchens 
may benefit from an island that serves as 
both workspace and social hub.

Stylish and Smart -  Next, choose materials 
and finishes that are both functional and 
aesthetically pleasing. Durable countertops, 
like quartz or granite, withstand daily wear 
and tear while maintaining beauty. Select cabinetry that complements your kitchen’s style 
and offers easy-to-clean surfaces. Lighting is equally important; layered lighting—task, 
ambient and accent—ensures a well-lit space for cooking and entertaining. 
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SEASONAL REMINDER!

Scam Alert - 
Protect yourself from 
HELOC scams with 
essential tips to spot these 
fraudulent schemes. 
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Seasonal Maintenance - 
Learn how regular inspections 
and expert care can extend the 
life of your heating system, 
lower energy costs, and 
improve air quality.
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Seal the Deal - 
Learn how to protect your 
home from drafts with effective 
solutions like weatherstripping, 
caulking, and insulation.

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS HAVE THE BEST RETURN ON INVESTMENT, TYPICALLY 
GARNERING A 75-100% RETURN*

Clutter-Free Cooking - Last, focus on storage solutions. Efficient storage can transform 
a cluttered kitchen into an organized haven. Incorporate cabinets that reach the ceiling to 
utilize vertical space, and consider pull-out shelves or lazy Susans for easy access to items. 
Incorporating drawers for pots and pans rather than traditional cabinets can streamline 
cooking processes. Additionally, a pantry can serve as a designated area for bulk items and 
non-perishables, keeping your countertops clear.

By balancing efficiency with aesthetics and practicality with style you can create a space 
that not only supports your culinary adventures but also becomes a welcoming heart of your 
home. Whether you’re cooking up a family feast or simply enjoying a quiet cup of coffee, 
a well-designed kitchen makes every moment more enjoyable!

*REMODELING MAGAZINE COST VS. VALUE REPORT (2024)



As the seasons change, keeping your home cozy and energy-efficient becomes a top 
priority. Sealing your home properly not only makes it more comfortable but also helps 
reduce your heating and cooling costs throughout the year. From eliminating drafts to 
improving insulation, there are several ways to ensure your home is well-sealed against 
the elements.

Block the Breeze
Drafty doors and windows are among the 
biggest culprits of heat loss in any home. 
Installing weatherstripping is an effective 
and affordable way to combat this problem. 
Weatherstripping comes in various materials, 
including adhesive-backed foam, vinyl, and 
metal, and can be easily applied to door and 
window frames. 
Fill the Void
Inspect areas around windows, doors, and any 
place where different building materials meet, 
such as at the foundation or around plumbing 
pipes. Use a high-quality caulk to seal these 
gaps and cracks. Silicone-based caulks are 
ideal for exterior applications as they are 
weather-resistant, while latex caulks work well 
for interior use. Sealing these gaps will help 
maintain a consistent temperature inside your 
home and reduce your energy bills.
Draft Dodgers
Door sweeps are a simple yet effective solution 
for blocking drafts at the bottom of exterior 
doors. These barriers are typically made of 
rubber or vinyl and can be easily attached to 
the bottom of your door. By sealing the gap, 
door sweeps prevent drafts year round. This 
small investment can make a big difference in 
maintaining a comfortable indoor temperature 
and improving your home’s energy efficiency.

Tip
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SEAL THE DEAL

Don’t Forget the Attic
Attic access points are often overlooked 
sources of heat loss. Adding insulation and 
weatherstripping to these areas can significantly 
reduce the amount of heat loss through your 
attic. Properly insulating your attic access 
points can help keep your home warmer in the 
winter and cooler in the summer, reducing the 
strain on your HVAC system.
Tighten Up
Inspect your ducts for any visible gaps or 
disconnected sections, and use metal-backed 
tape or mastic sealant to seal these areas. 
Additionally, consider insulating your ducts, 
particularly those running through unheated 
spaces like attics or crawl spaces. By ensuring 
your ductwork is properly sealed and insulated, 
you can improve the efficiency of your HVAC 
system and ensure that more conditioned air 
reaches its intended destination.
Plug Leaks
Electrical outlets and light switches on exterior 
walls are often hidden sources of drafts. These 
small gaps can let in a surprising amount of cold 
air. To address this issue, install foam gaskets 
behind outlet and switch plates. Simply remove 
the plate, place the gasket over the outlet or 
switch, and reattach the plate. This quick and 
inexpensive fix can help eliminate drafts and 
improve your home’s energy efficiency.

“Alex got in touch with me the same 
day I called for service. 
He inspected the basement leak 

inside and out to assess 
the issue and solution. 
He explained they’d 
need to dig a trench in 

front of the house but 
assured me they’d minimize   

     garden damage.
The team arrived on time, worked 
hard, and they updated me daily on 
progress and plans. When the job 
was done, the garden looked as if 
it had never been disturbed! I was 
very pleased and would hire them 
again. 10/10”

- D.A.J. Member# 719308

Another Satisfied      
   Member!
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SCAM ALERT!
Home Equity Lines of Credit 
(HELOCs) are a popular financial 
tool for homeowners, offering 
a convenient way to access 
the equity in their homes for 
renovations, debt consolidation, 
or other expenses. However, 
they have also become a target 
for scammers looking to exploit 
unsuspecting homeowners. 
These scams often involve 
fraudsters posing as legitimate 
lenders or financial advisors. They 
may contact homeowners via 
phone, email, or even in person, 
offering too-good-to-be-true loan 
terms or promising quick approval 
for high amounts. Once they gain 
the homeowner’s trust, they collect 
sensitive personal information and 
use it to access the victim’s home 
equity or steal their identity. In some 
cases, scammers may even forge 
documents to take out a HELOC 
in the homeowner’s name without 
their knowledge.
If you suspect fraud, call your lender, 
file a police report, and contact 
credit reporting agencies to request 
that a fraud alert be placed on your 
credit reports.

Contact the Fraud Reporting 
System toll-free 
1-888-495-8501
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YOUR CIRCUIT BREAKER IS OVERWORKED 
Circuit breakers are designed to protect your 
home by shutting off power during an overload. 
Frequent trips mean that your wiring might not be 
up to the task of handling your modern electrical 
demands.

MOODY LIGHTS
Flickering or dimming lights might seem like 
you’re setting the mood, but it’s probably not your 
romantic charm—your wiring might be struggling. 
before you assume your house is haunted or has 
a flair for dramatic lighting, consider getting the 
wiring checked out.

NOT A NEW CANDLE
A faint burning smell but no candles burning? 
That’s not “rustic charm”—it’s a warning your 
outlets could be overheating and your wiring might 
need some serious attention. If you smell burning 
or notice any strange marks on your outlets, turn 
off the power and call an electrician right away.

REMEMBER THE 80’S?
Older wiring systems like aluminum wiring or 
knob-and-tube setups are less safe. If your home’s 
wiring is old enough to remember mixtapes and 
mullets, it might be time for an upgrade.

MYSTERIOUS BUZZING NOISE
If you’re hearing a buzzing sound from your 
outlets or switches, it’s not a secret message from 
aliens—it’s likely a sign your wiring is loose or 
overloaded and needs an inspection.

TOASTY OUTLETS
Warm outlets may sound cozy, but if they’re hotter 
than your morning coffee, that’s a sign of trouble. 
This could mean that the wiring behind them is 
damaged, or the outlet itself is faulty. In either 
case, get in touch with a professional right away.

STUCK IN THE PAST?
Still using an old fuse box? That’s your home 
telling you it’s ready to move into the 21st century. 
Upgrading to a circuit breaker panel not only 
improves safety but also helps to prevent issues 
like frequent tripping or blown fuses.

MISSING THE GROUND
Two-prong outlets might scream “retro chic,” 
but they’re more of a red flag when it comes to 
electrical safety.  If your home is still living in the 
two-prong era, it’s time to bring it up to modern 
standards with three-prong outlets and proper 
grounding.

SPARKS FLY
If you’re seeing sparks when plugging in your 
devices, that’s not electricity giving you a high-
five—it’s a sign of a wiring problem that could be 
dangerous if left unchecked.

RODENT HOUSE PARTY
If you’ve had a rodent problem, those little critters 
might’ve treated your wiring like a snack. Chewed-
up wires can lead to big issues, so it’s worth 
checking after any unwelcome guests.

SIGNS IT’S TIME TO SIGNS IT’S TIME TO 
       REWIRE YOUR HOME       REWIRE YOUR HOME
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Seasonal furnace maintenance is crucial for ensuring your heating system operates 
efficiently and reliably throughout the colder months. Regular upkeep not only extends 
the lifespan of your furnace but also helps prevent unexpected breakdowns that can 
leave you without heat during winter. 
Benefits of Regular Maintenance
Over time, dust and debris can accumulate in your furnace, causing it to work 
harder and consume more energy. A well-maintained furnace runs more smoothly, 
reducing energy costs and minimizing the risk of costly repairs. Routine maintenance 
also improves indoor air quality by keeping your furnace’s components clean and 
functioning properly, which is essential for a healthy home environment.

Professional Maintenance
During a professional maintenance check, 
technicians can identify and address 
potential issues before they become major 
problems, ensuring your furnace is ready 
to keep you warm all season long. Their 
expertise allows them to thoroughly inspect 
all components, from the thermostat to the 
heat exchanger, identifying any signs of 
wear or damage that might be overlooked 
by an untrained eye. With specialized tools 
and knowledge, professionals can fine-
tune your system for optimal performance, 
minimizing the likelihood of costly repairs in 
the future.
Worry Free Plans
To make furnace maintenance even easier, 
consider Homservice Club’s Worry-Free 
Furnace Plan. This comprehensive plan 
covers annual inspections, maintenance, 
and repairs if needed, giving you peace of 
mind and protecting you from unexpected 
expenses. Sign up today and rest assured 
that your furnace is in good hands, allowing 
you to enjoy a safe, warm home all winter 
without the hassle of managing maintenance 
and repairs on your own.

Friendly Reminders
Make sure you always sign a 
Homeservice Club contract.
Cheques should be payable 
to Homeservice Club – not the 
individual contractor.
Do not give credit card information 
to the contractor, call the Club. 
You can also pay your account 
by e-Transfer, call the office for 
details.
Any extras or additional work must 
be reported to Homeservice Club 
and included in your contract. 
If you are in any doubt about how 
to proceed, give us a call!

$$$

03HOMESERVICE CLUB QUARTERLY : FALL EDITION

SEASONAL FURNACE MAINTENANCE



Maintenance is Key!
Taking care of small repairs 
before they become big 
problems is an essential 
part of maintaining a safe 
and comfortable living 
environment. Small issues 
such as a leaky faucet, loose 
doorknob, or a crack in the 
wall may seem insignificant, 
but if left unaddressed, they 
can lead to more serious and 
expensive repairs down the 
line. 
Taking care of small repairs, 
can help you prevent further 
damage and ensure that 
your home remains in good 
condition for years to come.
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* All work must be done by Homeservice-authorized contractors. These coupons have no cash value. One coupon per job, per member. Not valid with any other offers or coupons. All   
    orders must be placed and accepted within the specified time frame to qualify for the discount.
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Worry-Free Warranty Plans
Our Protection Plans provide parts and labour coverage for breakdowns to your home’s most 
essential systems, helping you avoid expensive and unexpected repair costs when things go 
wrong. Choose one of our three popular plans or bundle them and save $100.00.

Gift the Gift of Peace of Mind
Surprise a loved one with the joy of Homeservice Club membership. It’s an ideal gift for the 
first-time homeowner, senior condo owner, single homeowner, or ANY busy homeowner 
who would welcome the convenience of one-stop shopping for all their home maintenance 
needs, and the peace of mind of 24/7 emergency service at regular rates. Give a one year 
gift membership and receive a $50 credit for yourself!

Home and Auto Insurance Discounts
As a Homeservice Club™ member you are eligible for discounts on your personal home 
and auto insurance! The strength of our group buying power means we can all save. Gain 
access to 20+ insurance companies to find the best fit for your lifestyle, and rest easy with 
the knowledge that if you have questions about making a claim you can call and speak to an 
advisor to determine your next steps!

AND MORE

HOME RENOVATION SAVINGS
OctoberOctober
Save $195
Waterproofing        
minimum $3000
valid Oct. 1.24 - Nov. 15.24*              

Save $25
Fall-Yard Clean Up 
minimum $300
valid Oct. 1.24 - Nov. 15.24*              

Save $700
Bathroom 
Renovation
minimum $9000
valid Oct. 1.24 - Nov. 15.24*              

Save $175
Window  
Replacement
minimum $2500
valid Oct. 1.24 - Nov. 15.24*              

NovemberNovember
Save $195
Furnace Installation
minimum $3000
valid Nov. 1.24 - Dec. 15.24*

Save $10
Chimney Cleaning 
minimum $150
valid Nov. 1.24 - Dec. 15.24*

Save $700
Kitchen     
Renovation
minimum $9000
valid Nov. 1.24 - Dec. 15.24*

Save $125
Drywall & 
Plastering 
minimum $1500
valid Nov. 1.24 - Dec. 15.24*

DecemberDecember
Save $125
Floor & Wall Tile
minimum $1500
valid Dec. 1.24 - Jan. 15.25*

Save $125
Interior Painting 
minimum $1500
valid Dec. 1.24 - Jan. 15.25*

Save $700
Basement  
Renovation
minimum $9000
valid Dec. 1.24 - Jan. 15.25*

Save $175
Electrical Panel 
Upgrade
minimum $2500
valid Dec. 1.24 - Jan. 15.25*


