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Choosing Smart Renovations

any Canadians are interested
M in the “smartest” household
renovations to make in

order to receive a good return on
their investment.

Although there are many variables
that affect the value of a home, the
Appraisal Institute of Canada (AIC)
offers these general tips to

give your home an updated look and
feel - and it doesn’t have to cost a lot
of money!

4. Be careful of over-improvement.

Consider your neighbourhood and the
expectations of buyers in your area
when planning your next renovation
project. Investing in an expensive

Canadian consumers.

1. Choose improvements
with long life expectancy.

Roofing, energy-efficient
heating and cooling
systems, and windows
can provide homeowners
with  worry-free home
improvements for as long
as 10 to 15 years. But
remember...regular
maintenance is as
important as the initial
investment.

6. Be sure to get a building/
renovation permit.

Be sure to take the time to obtain the
proper building permits from your
municipality or appropriate authority.
This is a good step in ensuring that
the renovation work complies
with building codes. This can be an
important factor to a buyer
when it comes time to sell
your home.

7. Hire a professional

Talk to a designer, architect
or contractor, when you start
planning your renovation
project. They can help you
draw up a plan, provide
renovation advice, or assist
with construction. This will
add to the quality of the
renovation and go a long way
in preventing cost overruns.

8. Consider unique features

2. Invest in modern updates
for high-traffic areas.

Update the core rooms of your home
such as the kitchen and bathroom.
This can be as simple as changing
door knobs, resurfacing cabinets, or
replacing fixtures and countertops.

3. Don’t underestimate the value of
inexpensive updates.

A fresh coat of paint, modern
lighting fixtures, light landscaping or
gardening, or upgraded switches can

project may be an over-improvement
for a home in a particular market, and
the investment may only be partially
recognized by homebuyers.

5. Think about your personal needs.

How much vyou spend on
improvements will depend on how
long you plan to live in your home. If
you’re thinking shorter term, smaller
and less expensive improvements
may be your best bet to recover your
investment.

with care.

Unique designs or improvements
that are uncommon for a particular
market may impact the resaleability
of a home. This is where the expert
advice of a property appraiser can
provide an objective perspective on the
marketability of your property.




Member Benefits

e
SAVE on HOME
SECURITY SYSTEMS

- FREE state-of-the-art
security system

 FREE installation

¢ 3 Year Contract

* 24-hr. monitoring

« Monitoring pkg. starting
from as low as $25.95/
month +HST

« Insurance Certificate

» MEMBERS &
P SAVEBIG ¥

ON PERSONAL LINES INSURANCE
this includes
Home/Property
Motorcycle/Auto/Boat

BUSINESS OWNERS
save on commercial liability policies

TRAVEL INSURANCE

Call us today for a FREE quote!

GIFT
MEMBERSHIP

Give a 1 Year Gift Membeship
for $54 and receive a $50
credit voucher for yourself!
Bs  Nowthat’sagift

| that gives back!

EMERGENCY service

HEALTH NETWORK

:i. SPENCER

Homeservice Club has joined with
Spencer Health Network to bring you
membership benefits that are sure to

put a smile on your face!

PHARMACY
DENTAL
VISION

PARAMEDICAL

NEW AND LEASED
AUTOMOBILES

At last, a no-hassle way to
buy or lease a vehicle. Our
consultants do the legwork to
find you the best price possible
on the vehicle of your choice.

Superior service and whole-
sale prices - call the Club today
and save on your next vehicle!

Enjoy your home with

WORRY-FREE

HEARING AIDS
Call us today for your FREE trial!

When

disaster strikes, call
Homeservice Club - we're on call
around the clock for emergency
service at regular rates, with
no overtime or travel charges!

416-925-1111

Find us on

Facebook

Linked 1]

y You([T)

WWW.HOMESERVICECLUB.COM

$20 OFF ANY
NEW SUBSCRIPTION

ENDS 12.31.18

Choose from 1 of 4 Plans

+ 6 Major Appliances
+ Furnace

« A/C system

« Combo Plan

The Club’s warranty plans protect
your appliances, heating, and
cooling systems against costly
repairs - now that’s peace of mind!
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Monthly Savings
$250ff | $5000ff |,  $250ff

LOCKSMITH SERVICE y KITCHEN/BATHROOM/ CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

OR REPLACEMENT ] BASEMENT RENOVATIONS o CLEANING |

ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES) ON ORDERS OVER $8000 (EXCL. TAXES ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES)
“Vaii Oci 1 Nov 15 2012 [ - |
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$25 off | $125 off | $25 off |
FALL YARD CLEANUP | ] INTERIOR PAINTING | HANDYMAN SERVICES |
ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES) | | ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES) || ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES) |
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$250 off || $25 off . $25 off |

SHINGLED ROOFING | |  GARAGE DOOR OPENERS | DUCT CLEANING y

ON ORDERS OVER $4000 (EXCL. TAXES) \ | ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES) ’ | ON ORDERS OVER $300 (EXCL. TAXES) ’
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$1250ff |  $1250ff | $10 off |

WATERPROOFING | | COUNTERTOP REPLACEMENT | | CHIMNEY CLEANING |

ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES) | | ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES) | | ON ORDERS OVER $125 (EXCL. TAXES) |
*Valid Oct 1 - Nov 15, 2018 | | *Valid Nov 1 - Dec 15, 2018 | | *Valid Dec 1 - Jan 15, 2019 |
Q L o o o o o o | Q
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*All work must be done by Homeservice-authorized contractors. This coupon has no cash value. One coupon per job, per member. Not valid with any other offers or coupons. All orders must be placed and accepted within the specified time frame to qualify for the discount.

* Additions * Driveways il * Home Offices * Paving

« Air Conditioning * Drains | * Home Theatres * Pest Control

* Animal Removal * Drywall/Plastering P, *« HVAC * Plumbing

* Appliance Repair » Eavestroughs NP i * In-law Suites * Roofing

» Basements * Electrical = i * Interior Design * Sodding

» Bathrooms  Fencing 11 * Interlocking Brick « Tiling

* Brickwork * Fireplaces « Kitchens * Tree Pruning
 Carpentry * Flooring  Landscaping * Tree Removal

* Carpet Cleaning * Furnaces { * Locksmith * Tuckpointing

* Chimney Cleaning » Garage Doors ! : * Masonry » Waterproofing

+ Concrete * Garden Rooms ; * Mold Remediation  + Windows & Doors
» Decks » Hardwood ; * Painting

* Decorating * Heating Systems ? » Panel Upgrades And MUCH more

For up to 3 free quotes and 24-hour emergency services, call (416) 925-1111
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Holiday Stress Relievers

hether Thanksgiving,
Hallowe’en,Christmas,
Hanukkah or other customs,

holidays are a time for traditions and
family. But when you’re juggling
jobs, relatives and an ever-evolving
to-do list, things can seem
overwhelming. Here are
some helpful strategies.

- Set limits on your holiday
preparations by giving
yourself a deadline. After i
that date, surrender, and &
just enjoy the season and [
your family.

- The holidays are a time
for traditions, so why not
create a new one? Set aside
some family time during
the busy season. It could
be a day outdoors in the
pumpkin patch, attending
a special holiday event
together, tickets to a
special theatre production
or an evening of holiday
music, or a drive to Niagara
Falls to see the Festival of
Lights.

- Make holiday baking easier by
whipping up a few batches of dough
at once and freezing them for use
later. Label each package with the
baking time and oven temperature
to save rummaging through your
recipe files when it comes time to
pop them in the oven.

- Going somewhere? Take pictures

of your passports, VISAs and

travel insurance and email them
to yourself, in case you lose them.
Travel documents should be kept in
a safe and secure place while you
travel. But if the worst happens and

something is lost, it is better to have
back-ups than nothing at all!

-PSA-Whenitcomestotakingphotos,
smartphones have been a blessing
because they include excellent,
easy-to-use cameras that people
carry everywhere. The downside is
that sharing large batches of digital
photos among multiple relatives is

hardly straightforward. Cloud-based
software can easily become your
best friend for this purpose. Smart
TV’s and various streaming devices
have made it so you don’t have
to spend an hour waiting for Aunt

=an Florence to hook up her slide
projector.

+ Online shopping is a great
timesaver, especially if you
have family spread across the
country. Many retailers offer
the option of gift wrapping
8 and will deliver directly to
your loved one. Visit the
websites of your favourite
“brick and mortar” stores to
ll see what they offer. If all
else fails — Amazon is always
a good bet.

+ Instead of exchanging gifts
¥ with friends, make a date to
spend quality time together
1 when the holiday rush is over.
Agree to meet for a special
dinner out, or just a pot-luck
dinner and games night.

+ Giving cash to someone
younger? Make it fun by
sticking the money in a balloon.
Enclose it in a card with instructions
to blow it up and pop to receive their
gift; it’s a little less predictable than
the box-inside-a-box thing.

Planning to travel over the holi-
days? Call the Club for preferred
travel insurance rates.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES WITH ONE CALL - 416-925-1111
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