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Serving homeowners since 1961

8 Tips for Adding Curb Appeal and Value to Your Home
Help Your House Put It’s Best Face Forward

Homes with high curb appeal com-
mand higher prices and take less time to
sell. We’re not talking about replacing
vinyl siding with redwood siding; we’re
talking about maintenance and beauti-
fying tasks you’d like to live with any-
way. The way your house looks from the
street — attractively landscaped and well-
maintained — can add thousands to its
value. Which projects pump up curb ap-
peal most? Some weekend elbow grease
goes a long way, as does a dose of colour,
and consistent seasonal maintenance.

Wash Your House’s Face

Before you scrape any paint or plant
more azaleas, wash the dirt, mil-
dew and general grunge off the out-
side of your house. Washing a house
can add thousands to the sale price.
A bucket of soapy water and a long-
handled, soft-bristled brush can remove
the dust and dirt that have splashed onto
your wood, vinyl, metal, stucco, brick,
and fiber cement siding. Power wash-
ing can reveal the true colour of your
flagstone walkways. Wash your win-
dows inside and out, swipe cobwebs
from eaves, and hose down downspouts.

Freshen the Paint Job

The most commonly offered curb appeal
advice from real estate pros and appraisers
is to give the exterior of your home a good
paint job. Buyers will instantly notice it,
and appraisers will value it. Painting is one
of the least expensive and time-consuming
facelifts, but resist the urge to make a state-
ment with colour. If you’re looking to sell,
keep in mind that an appraiser might mark
down the value of a house that’s painted
a wildly different colour from the norm.

Regard the Roof

The condition of your roof is one of the
first things buyers notice and appraisers
assess. Missing, curled, or faded shingles
add nothing to the look or value of your
house. If your neighbours have main-
tained or replaced their roofs, yours may
look especially shabby. Some tired roofs
look a lot better after you remove years
of dirt, moss, lichens, and algae. Don’t
try cleaning your roof yourself: call a
professional with the right tools and tech-
nique to clean it without damaging it.

Neaten the Yard

A well-manicured lawn, fresh mulch,
and pruned shrubs boost the curb ap-
peal of any home. Replace overgrown
bushes with leafy plants and colour-

ful annuals. Surround bushes and trees
with dark mulch, which gives a rich feel
to the yard. Put a crisp edge on garden
beds, pull weeds and invasive vines, and
plant a few geraniums in pots. Green
up your grass with lawn food and wa-
ter. Cover bare spots with seeds and sod,
get rid of crab grass, and mow regularly.

Add a Splash of Colour

Plant a tulip border in the fall that will
bloom in the spring. Dig a flowerbed by
the mailbox and plant some pansies. Place
a brightly coloured bench or Muskoka
chair on the front porch. Get a little dar-
ing, and paint the front door red or blue.
These colourful touches won’t add to
the value of your house, but beautiful
colours definitely enhance curb appeal.

Glam Your Mailbox

An upscale mailbox, architectural house
numbers, or address plaques can make
your house stand out. High-style die cast
aluminum mailboxes range from $100 to
$350. If you don’t buy new, you should at
least give your old mailbox a facelift with
paint and new house numbers. Your local
home improvement center will have an
impressive selection of decorative num-
bers and architectural address plaques.

Fence Yourself In

A picket fence with a garden gate to
frame the yard is an asset. Not only does
it add visual punch to your property, ap-
praisers will give extra value to a fence in
good condition, although it has more im-
pact in a family-oriented neighbourhood
than an upscale retirement community.
If you already have a fence, make sure
it’s clean and in good condition. Replace
broken gates and tighten loose latches.

Maintenance Is a Must

Nothing looks worse from the curb —
and sets off subconscious alarms — like
hanging gutters, missing bricks from
the front steps, or peeling paint. Not
only can these deferred maintenance
items damage your home, but they
can decrease the value of your house.



WORRY-FREE
WARRANTIES
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Choose from 4 plans
* 6 major Appliances
e Furnace

¢ A/C System

e Combo plan

The Club’s warranty plans protect your
appliances and heating/cooling systems against
costly repairs - now that’s peace of mind!

HUGE SAVINGS

* NEW CARS

* PRE-OWNED CARS

* OFF-LEASE
LUXURY VEHICLES
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(416) 925-1111

Make Your House Your Dream Home -

$$$ Renovations, Refinancing and Rebates!

For many Canadians, their homes are
their most important investment. Reno-
vations a great way to increase property
value, make daily living more comfort-
able, and avoid the hassle of selling and
buying in a market with low inventory.
Current mortgage interest rates are very
low based on historical numbers and
only slightly higher than record lows.

With the real estate market remaining so
hot in the GTA, many people are choos-
ing to renovate rather than look for a new
home. So, if you are looking to reno-
vate or are simply thinking of getting rid
of some high interest debt, you won’t
find a better time than the present to do
so. There are many reasons refinancing
is a good idea and understanding them
will help you make an informed deci-
sion on whether or not it is right for you.
Some of the reasons refinancing
could be a good idea for you include:

1. You can access funds at historically
low interest rates, thus saving you money.

2. You can access long amortizations
thereby lowering your monthly pay-
ments significantly. This can reduce
much of the stress associated with debt.

3. You can apply your monthly savings to
your outstanding debts to reduce the length
of time it would take to pay them off. This
will save you thousands in interest charges.
4. Rates are based on your credit. If you
have a good credit score, you will be able
to qualify for the lowest interest rates avail-

able. If your credit is damaged, you may
still be able to access funds at lower rates.
As the debts are paid, your credit will im-
prove over time enabling you to access
even lower interest funds in the future.

Those that need to repair their credit,
should have a plan in mind before bor-
rowing any money. Seek professional ad-
vice to be sure that you have access to the
lowest possible rates. When you apply for
refinancing with poor credit your interest
rate will be higher than someone with ex-
cellent credit. It is important that financ-
ing is arranged to ensure that you only
pay higher rates for a short period of time.

Qualified Homeservice Club members
can now take advantage of low rates
AND a rebate of up to 35 basis points
through the Club’s new mortgage pro-
gram. A qualified $400, 000, 5 year mort-
gage would generate a rebate of $1400.

Call the Club today for more information!

Invest in

HOTEDGE

ROOF ICE MELT
and protect yourself
from potential ice damming.

Homeservice Club has authorized installers!

(416) 925-1111

Put your HOMESERVICE CLUB membership to work

» Additions
* Basements

» Garden Rooms

» Garage Doors

» Bathrooms * Heating Systems
* Carpet Cleaning * Home Theatres

» Decks * Home Offices

* Decorating * HVAC

* Driveways * In-law Suites

» Eavestroughs * Interlocking Brick
* Electrical * Kitchens

* Flooring  Landscaping

* Painting

* Pest Control

* Plumbing

* Roofing

» Waterproofing

* Windows & Doors
* and MUCH More!

For up to 3 free quotes and 24-hour emergency services, call (416) 925-1111
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Better Safe than sorry.

Water is the new fire in the insurance
world. Whereas fire remains a devas-
tating occurrence, it has been replaced
by water claims in terms of frequen-
cy and cost. Water claims account for
50% of all claims annually in Canada.

As a result of the number and severity of
water claims in Canada, the insurance
industry has responded with new wa-
ter damage coverages. It is important to
check your policy to see what limits you
have for various potential water claims.

Sewer back-up claims are nasty. They occur
when sewage backs up into your basement.
Sewer back-up claims should be dealt with
by professionals. Everything that has been
exposed to the sewage should be ripped out,
disinfected and /or thrown away. A special
cleaner is used on walls and floors to disin-
fect the concrete. Black mold is a real risk
of sewer back-up that proper cleaning can
eradicate. If your basement is finished, the
affected portions of the walls should be torn
out and replaced. Wooden furniture can
sometimes be cleaned while clothing, rugs
and fabrics are often too damaged to salvage.

If your policy includes Sewer Back-Up you
need to understand the limit. This is the
amount that is available to you to mitigate
the damage and replace what has been lost.
It is also the amount that is available to re-
construct the damaged area. Some insurer’s
offer full limits while others cap their limit
at $10,000 or less. In some cases, you may
not have sewer back-up at all. A typical sew-
er back-up claim to a finished basement can
cost anywhere from $25,000 to $200,000.

The insurance industry has responded with
additional coverages for storm damage

that is offered in addition to sewer back-
up. Storm activity includes heavy rain
and flooding from eaves, downspouts, and
drains. Heavy and sudden build-up of water
on paved surfaces is covered if it breach-
es your home at or above ground level.

Annual rainfall has increased 19% in Canada
since the 1950’s and the trend is continuing.

This coverage has many names: overland
water, waterproof coverage, and enhanced
water damage package to name a few.
Insurance companies charge a premium for
this coverage. Premiums vary depending
on where you are located and the history
of water claims in your area. Check your
policy to see if this coverage is offered in
your area or call your insurer or broker.
You might also want to consider in-
stalling a back-flow wvalve in your
basement. This valve shuts down
when water tries to enter your home
through your drain. Some municipalities
offer the homeowner a partial refund if in-
stalled by a certified plumber. Make sure
all downspouts are disconnected from your
sewer system and drain away from your

1.

WIN $250 IN HOME RENOS

Go Onlne to www.homeserviceclub.com/
contest

2. Enter your Membership Number & Valid
email

3. Click “SEND’ button!
Winners to be announced July 15, 2017

building. Clean all gutters of leaves, de-
bris and check your roof for loose shin-
gles and wear. Alarms are available that
monitor your water flow and alert you in
the event of a sudden leak or burst pipe.

It’s always a good idea to shop around at re-
newal time. As a member of Homeservice
Club you now have access to great rates
on personal lines of insurances - including
home, auto, cottage, motorcycle and more!

Call the Club for more information!

416-925-1111
HOME SECURITY

« FREE state-of-the-art security
system with 3-year monitoring
contract

« FREE installation
« 24-hr. monitoring

« Monitoring pkg. starting from as
low as $25.95 per month plus HST

« Insurance certificate

(416) 925-1111
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 $200ff . $2000f = $250ff

| CAULKING AND | MASONRY AND | DUCT CLEANING |

WEATHERSTRIPPING o TUCKPOINTING ‘ ON ORDERS OVER $250 (EXCL TAXES)

ON ORDERS OVER $200 (EXCL. TAXES) ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES)
' . 3 '
ﬁ T — :3’? If - :3>$ : 8><|
| $50 off ) $150 off | $200 off |
| TREE PRUNING L WOODEN DECKS | EXTERIOR PAINTING |
| ONORDERS OVER $500 (EXCL. TAXES) | | AND FENCING | or LANDSCAPING
ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES) ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES)

g oo 007 | | EECTETNERTI
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[ ] [ ] [ |
~ $1500ff $150ff $75off
| INTERIOR PAINTING | PEST CONTROL | | GARAGE DOOR INSTALLATION |
‘ ON ORDERS OVER $1500 (EXCL. TAXES) l I ON ORDERS OVER $200 (EXCL. TAXES) | ‘ ON ORDERS OVER $1000 (EXCL. TAXES) ‘
| *Valid April 1 - 30, 2017 | *Valid May 1 - 31, 2017 | |
\ o \ 5 | o
- . 1 [ | [ ]
| $15 off | $150 off | $4O off |
| EAVES CLEANING | | CENTRALA/CINSTALLATION | | GARAGEDOOROPENERS |
| ON ORDERS OVER $125 (EXCL. TAXES) | | ON ORDERS OVER $2000 (EXCL. TAXES) | ON ORDERS OVER $450 (EXCL. TAXES)

| *Valid April 1 -30, 2017 *Valid May 1 - 31, 2017 *Valid June 1 - 30, 2017
e — 2)( [

*All work must be done by Homeservice-authorized contractors. This coupon has no cash value. One coupon per job, per member. Not valid with any other offers or coupons. All orders must be placed and accepted within the specified time frame to qualify for the dlscount

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES WITH ONE CALL - 416-925-1111
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